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DATE:  April 1, 2017  

   

TO:  General Public 

  

FROM:  David Berg, President & CEO 
 

SUBJECT:  Sunshine Ordinance & Open Board Meetings 

 

 

Each year, NCPHS hosts two open Board meetings. This year our open meetings are on May 8, 

2017 and September 18, 2017.    

 

Background  

 

The Sunshine Ordinance promotes transparency between the public and nonprofit organizations 

receiving money from the city by providing an opportunity for the public to attend board 

meetings, provide public comment, and review tax documents. As such, nonprofit boards must 

allow for public comment at two of their board meetings annually.  

 

Regulations 

 

Which non-profits have to comply with the Sunshine Ordinance? 

Non-profits that receive $250,000 or more in City funds must comply with what is 

called the Non-Profit Public Access Ordinance. The requirements of this 

ordinance are more limited than the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Copies of 

the Non-Profit Public Access Ordinance can be obtained by calling the Sunshine 

Ordinance Task Force at (415) 554-7724 or on the City’s website at 

/sunshine/sec121.htm. Some provisions of the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance 

may also apply to certain nonprofits. If you need more information call the 

Sunshine Ordinance Task Force at (415) 554 7724. 

 

http://www.sfbos.org/index.aspx?page=5553


                   

                                                  

SEC. 12L.4. PUBLIC ACCESS TO MEETINGS. 

 

(a) Meetings Open to the Public. Except as provided in Subsections (a)(2) or (a)(3), the 

following requirements shall be included in all City contracts with nonprofit organizations: 

(1) Each nonprofit organization shall designate and hold at least two designated public meetings 

per year. Issues addressed by the Board of Directors at designated public meetings shall be of 

approximately the same general nature and significance to the nonprofit organization as issues 

typically addressed by the Board of Directors at its other regular or special meetings. These 

issues may include adoption of the nonprofit organization’s budget, nomination of members of 

the organization’s Board of Directors, and evaluation of the organization’s contract(s) with the 

City. At least one designated public meeting, the public shall have an opportunity to address the 

Board of Directors on membership on the Board of Directors and to propose candidates for 

membership on the Board of Directors as provided in Section 12L.6(b). 

(2) Section 12L.4(a)(1) shall apply to the full extent allowed by State and federal law. 

(3) Section 12L.4(a)(1) shall not apply to nonprofit organizations engaged primarily in the 

provision of abortion counseling or services, domestic violence sheltering services, or suicide 

prevention counseling services. 

 

(b) Closed Meetings. The Board of Directors may choose to close a portion of a designated 

public meeting: 

(1) When discussing any matters pertaining to the particular recipients of the nonprofit 

organization’s goods or services or donors of in-kind or monetary contributions to the nonprofit 

organization where the discussion would necessarily reveal the identity of clients or donors; 

(2) When discussing any matters pertaining to litigation; real estate negotiations; the 

appointment, employment, evaluation of performance, or dismissal of an employee of the 

nonprofit organization; or labor negotiations in which the nonprofit organization is involved; 

when hearing complaints or charges against an employee of the nonprofit organization; or when 

discussing attorney-client privileged information, or information which constitutes a trade secret; 

(3) Under any circumstances where admitting members of the public is prohibited by State or 

federal law; 

(4) Under any other circumstances where the Board of Supervisors has approved the closing of a 

portion of a designated public meeting by the nonprofit organization. 

 

(c) Public Comment. 

(1) At every designated public meeting the public shall have an opportunity to directly address 

the Board of Directors on any item of interest to the public relating to the operations of or 

services provided by the nonprofit organization. 

(2) At any designated public meeting, the Board of Directors may adopt reasonable regulations 

to insure that the intent of this Section is carried out, provided that the Board of Directors allows 

for at least 30 minutes of public comment at each designated public meeting. 

 



                   

                                                  

(d) Notice. 

(1) Each nonprofit organization shall provide the public with notice of each designated public 

meeting at least 30 days in advance of the meeting. 

(2) The Board of Directors shall cause a written notice of the date, time and location of each 

designated public meeting to be submitted to the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors who shall 

post the written notice where notices of meetings of the Board of Supervisors are posted, and to 

the San Francisco Main Library Government Information Center which shall post the written 

notice where notices of meetings of City boards and commissions are posted. In addition, upon 

inquiry by a member of the public, the nonprofit organization shall disclose the date, time and 

location of the designated public meeting. (Added by Ord. 198-98, App. 6/19/98) 

 


